
COVID-19 Aftershocks: Out 
of Time to End Poverty and 
Inequalities in Africa by 2030



See: https://www.wvi.org/publications/report/coronavirus-health-
crisis/covid-19-aftershocks-perfect-storm

https://www.wvi.org/publications/report/coronavirus-health-crisis/covid-19-aftershocks-perfect-storm


FEARS –REPEAT OF 
HISTORY 

Girls are at risk of child marriage due to 
poverty

Selling Off of Household Assets to make 
ends meet

Increased rates of malnutrition as families 
cant afford nutritious meals

Increased School Drop Outs as income 
reduce



COVID-19, Poverty & Hunger

Over 2,400 small business owners surveyed in 8 
African countries:
69% reporting that they are earning less than half of 
pre-COVID-19 income with majority forced to 
spend less on buying healthy food



COVID-19 & 
Savings Groups



SCALING UP 
WHAT WORKS

◼ Savings Groups 
• Local safety net for those in hard to reach places

• Pooling resources to fund livelihoods opportunities

• Adolescent Savings Groups for child protection

◼ Microfinance
• Small loans to finance livelihoods opportunities 

• Extend repayment periods to boost livelihoods

◼ Cash & Voucher Assistance (S4T/UPG/BSL)
• To meet the immediate household needs and reduce risk of negative coping 

mechanisms

• Reduce risk to sell off livelihoods assets

• Integrating skills training and livelihoods opportunities to lift families out of 
poverty

• Support with agricultural inputs to boost agricultural productivity

S 4 T  G r o u p s  B u f f e r  
E c o n o m i c  E f f e c t s  o f  

E b o l a  ( S i e r r a  L e o n e )

D e s t i n y  S a v i n g s  G r o u p  i n  
f o r m e d  d u r i n g  E b o l a  

3 0 2  S 4 T  g r o u p s  ( 1 0 , 5 4 6  
m e m b e r s  w i t h  6 , 3 7 3  f e m a l e s )  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  a  
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t a r g e t e d  c a s h  

t r a n s f e r s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  
l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g

I n  S i e r r a  L e o n e ,  4 2 , 0 0 0  s m a l l  
t r a d e r s – a l m o s t  8 0 %  o f  w h o m  
w e r e  w o m e n  – k i c k s t a r t  t h e i r  
b u s i n e s s e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  s m a l l  

l o a n s  a n d  g r a n t s

8 1 . 3 %  o f  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  u s e d  
f u n d s  t o  p a y  s c h o o l  f e e s  &  

6 0 %  u s e d  t h e  f u n d s  f o r  
m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s



Recommendations

World Vision calls on governments, UN agencies, 
donors, NGOs, and the private sector to act together 
to:

1. Urgently scale up child sensitive social 
protection interventions that are child 
sensitive, gender responsive and accountable

2. Protect jobs, wages and livelihoods of the 
poorest to guarantee households have income

3. Invest in interventions promoting a green 
recovery
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Email: Angeline_Munzara@wvi.org

Twitter: @Amunzara
Linked In: https://www.linkedin.com/in/angeline-munzara-

chawira-300b9b29/detail/recent-activity/
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